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Listening for God

“O that today you would listen to God’s voice!”
-

Psalm 95:7

Advent, the season before Christmas, is a time to listen deeply for God. But 
this is really hard to do when the rest of the world is already hustling and bustling, 
as it gets ready for Christmas. As an antidote to the noise of the season, St. Paul’s is 
offering a reflective and prayerful Blue Christmas worship service, aimed 
especially at those who are experiencing grief and anxiety during this season. The 
service will be held on Wednesday, December 19 at 6:00PM at St. Paul’s . All are 
welcome.

In this service, I pray you will hear God’s still, small, comforting voice, 
especially amidst a hectic and difficult time of year.

As you listen to the stirrings of God this season, I would also like you to pray 
about becoming part of a "Visioning/ Dreaming Group” at our church. I envision 
this as a group made up of past moderators and perhaps others, who hold no official 
role or power in the church, but who prayerfully listen to what the Spirit is saying at 
St. Paul's, and then begin to communicate that to the board and to others who might 
also be listening.

If you are interested in being part of such a group, please let me know.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Mary Beth

A working group has been working away on the planning of 
a Spring Festival, to be held on Saturday April 6! It will 

include an auction, food, games, music, etc, etc! If you are 
part of a committee or group that would like to make up a 
basket to auction off (baskets can be full of anything you 

like…), let us know!



If you would like to be added or would like to add a loved one to the prayer list, please 
contact me: douglascc@yahoo.com or call me at 515-795-3485. 

Ephesians 6:18 ~ And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and 
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. ~

Spiritual – Healing - Prayers

Prayers for our Confirmands
Marinza Roosa, Josie Mowrer, and Alex Saxton are our confirmation students 
this year. Please pray for them as they discern their role and commitments to 
and in the church. This is an important time in their lives!

From the Deacons:

Due to the many deaths and illnesses that have occurred in our St. Paul’s family, the Diaconate 
Committee felt it would be a good idea to investigate some support services that could be 
provided. In late October, Carl and Connie attended a grief support group session at the Slater 
Methodist church led by Sue Duvick and the pastor of the Palestine Lutheran Church outside of 
Huxley. This is a twelve week session based on a video, sharing, journaling, and other 
additional support materials. At this time, we also touched on the Stephen Ministry that is 
shared among the Slater, Sheldahl, and Huxley congregations.

On November 9th, Lee Albertson attended worship and shared lunch with those who wished to 
hear about services available to us through the conference. After lunch, he spoke regarding 
the various possibilities and opened the question as to what we felt was needed. Many people 
voiced that there was a need for somewhere that they could talk about their loved one. Not 
necessarily for advice but just to have a resource to talk about it.

On November 25th, Sue Duvick met with the Diaconate committee regarding Stephen 
Ministry. This program first involves the church becoming a member and then training for 
individuals to be Leaders. The Leaders then teach others to become Stephen’s ministers.

A note from Dualla,

As the end of the year is upon us, I want to take this  opportunity to express my sincere 

appreciation to my St. Paul’s family for all the hard work and love in supporting The Edgewood 
Park cabin project.

Although the beloved old cabin could not be saved out of it’s ashes, like a phoenix, a new 
modern cabin will arise and we will be proud.

Thank you and God bless.



New Members 
Kathy Albright 

Paul & Judy Cleaveland
Roland Eppert & Deb Sirfus

Ron & Jackie Eppert
Bob & Janet Erb
Beverly Hainline

Mike & Irene Weidman 

We welcome you with joy as partners in the common life of this church. We 
promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and labors 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. God grant that together we may continue to 
grow in the knowledge and love of God, and be witnesses to our risen Lord!

became  members of St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ, Madrid, IA on November 4, 
2018 . Be sure to reach out and extend a warm welcome to our new members!! 

Elizabeth is in sixth grade at Ames Middle School.  In school, 

Elizabeth participates in chorus, plays the flute in band, and 

plays the viola in orchestra.  She also plays piano and is currently 

preparing for her second year of participating in the IMTA Piano 

Auditions at Iowa State University.  Elizabeth is starting her 

seventh year of dance where she dances hip hop, jazz, ballet, 

tap, and pointe.  

She also volunteers as a student helper for the younger classes 

at the dance studio.  Elizabeth swims with the Ames Cyclones 

Aquatics Club (ACAC) where she competes in both the short 

course and long course seasons.  During the summer, she 

participates in the Veenker Junior Golf program.  

INTRODUCING………
Elizabeth Duncan

A few of her accomplishments from fifth grade include being a top 10 team finisher with the Ames 

fifth grade Invention Convention (creating the “spick and span flute cleaner”) as well as her team 
being the overall fifth grade Battle of the Books winner at the Ames Public Library.  In her spare time 

she also enjoys re-reading all the Harry Potter books and listening to/reading all things related to 

Hamilton, the musical. 

Elizabeth’s parents are Matt and Alicia, her brother is Henry and her grandmother is Sue Barker.

Thank you Elizabeth for sharing your amazing talent!



Update on Proposed Structure Change 

from Completing the Circle Leadership Team

At our congregational meeting in October, this team put forth some proposed changes in our board's 
structure, which would affect our church's bylaw's. After carefully and prayerfully listening to the church and 
the Spirit, we have decided to withdraw our proposals. We are only about a third done with our "Completing 
the Circle" process (a 3-year process), and such changes are probably premature. As a result, there will be 
no vote on bylaw changes in December.

Given that there will be no vote in December, and also knowing that our board meetings need focus and a 
better system of accountability, we are going to try something a little different: beginning in January of 2019, 
the board will only meet quarterly (unless something time-sensitive comes up, and we need to meet in 
between): February, May, August, and November. 

We will hold a Planning/Visioning Meeting on Sunday, January 27 from 11:30 to 1:30. At this meeting, 
we will really "lean into" learning about what each committee does, and its role and calling in the greater 
structure of our church community. We will also make sure each committee comes away with a 
chairperson, and a regularly-scheduled meeting time.

Thank you for continuing to share your thoughts, inspirations, and stirrings with us…

Listening to the voice of the Spirit with you, 

Julie Mathes, Lisa Winnie, John Roosa, Pastor Mary Beth

Finance and Mission, “Completing the Circle” Notes from 10/29/18
This group had a wonderful feedback/reflection session around our finances and resources at St. 
Paul’s. This is another committee with excellent leadership and participation from all. The group 
talked about how the chairperson’s prayer/ devotion at the beginning serves to focus and engage 
the committee. Having an agenda in front of the group helps, too. This is a very organized 
committee. It is a committee that divvies up responsibility, so all feel engaged. A best practice of this 
committee is that it “trains” new folks (coming onto the committee) in November, including reading 
over the committee’s Mission Statement. Yes, this committee has a Mission Statement! (Another 
thing that helps the group focus and know what it’s about).  The group talked about the possibility of 
a Shared Drive at St. Paul’s – something that would be log in/password protected that would help 
this committee (and perhaps others) share information and documents more effectively. The group 
also talked about the possibility of offering automatic withdrawal as an option for folks who want to 
pledge to the church. Once again, a very helpful, honest, holy, good conversation! 

TO ST PAUL’S CONGREGATION: AN UPDATE FROM YOUR TRUSTEES
A few weeks ago a strong storm resulted in a bad leak from the east flat roof section of the church 
roof into the pastor’s study.  That back roof has been a problem off and on for years but this time it 
was necessary to replace it.  Justin Rankin (Rankin Construction in Madrid) was contacted.  He 
estimated $4625.  Not only did he postpone other work but he and his crew quickly spent 2 days to 
take care of St. Paul’s problem.  They tore off old roof, installed ice & water shield in lower sections 
& valleys, new vents & pipe boots, 30 year Owen Corning arch shingles.  The final bill matched the 
estimate.  More importantly we owe Justin a huge thanks because he provided additional wood and 
sheeting and labor at no extra charge.
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